and interests of these actors in his analysis of global social policy and its governance (Deacon, 1992 (Deacon, , 1997 . Meanwhile, my own work on care and my underpinning concerns with gender and race -Work, Family and Nation (Williams, 1989, 1995) -led me, by the beginning of the 2000s, into research on migrant care workers, and thus into the global geopolitical inequalities that this movement of women workers signified. In this way, by the second decade of the 21st century, we both found ourselves exploring questions of global social policy and global social justice.
This chapter unpacks some of the key dynamics in the connection between global and regional developments in migration and care work as a way of outlining how a transnational political economy of care operates, and how it contributes to a global care crisis. While the focus is on Europe as a region of destination for migrant care workers, the implications have wider significance. This is a crisis which affects developed and developing countries in different and uneven ways but which demands that the issue of care becomes central to policy-making at local, national, regional, and global levels. With this aim in mind, the chapter ends by exploring how an ethics of care might inform strategies and policies.
Since the 1990s, the employment of migrant workers in care and domestic work in all parts of the developed world has become a phenomenon of social, political, moral, and economic significance (Brennan and Williams, 2012; Ehrenreich and Hochschild, 2003; Hondagneu-Sotelo, 2001; Lutz, 2008; Parrenas, 2001 ). In Europe, as I show below, it has escalated particularly since the beginning of this century. The new employers now include not only the wealthy but predominantly professional and dual-earning households, older and disabled people, as well as private cleaning and care agencies, and the health and care services of welfare states. It is migrant workers, mainly women, from the poorer regions, often educated and skilled, who are meeting this demand, sometimes leaving behind their own children in the care of other family members. Such are the care links in what is known as 'the global care chain ' (Parrenas, 2001) . Before explaining how this has happened, I want to frame it within a wider concern of linked global crises.
Global crises
While media and political elites analyze the current crisis of capitalism through the financial crisis that started in 2008, academic interpretations tend to understand it more broadly (Rutherford and
